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CHAPTER 57

An Act to amend
The Highway Traffic Act
Assented to June 22nd, 1979

:\IAJESTY, by and with the advice and consent of the
H ERLegislative
Assembly of the Province of Ontario, enacts as
follows:
1.-(ly Paragraph 7a of subsection 1 of section 1 of The Highway
Traffic Act, being chapter 202 of the Revised Statutes of

s. I (11 par 7a,

re-enacted

Ontario, 1970, as enacted by the Statutes of Ontario,
1973, chapter 167, section 1, is repealed and the following substituted therefor:

7a. "driver" means a person who drives a vehicle on a
highway.
(2) Paragraph 26 of subsection 1 of the said section 1 is ' 1 (I) par. 26,
re-cnac.tcd
repealed and the following substituted therefor:
26. "road-building machine" means a self-propelled
vehicle of a design commonly used in the construction or maintenance of highways, including but not
limited to,
1.

asphalt spreaders, concrete paving or finishing machines, motor graders, rollers, tractordozers and motor scrapers,

11.

tracked and wheeled tractors of all kinds
while (!quipped with mowers, post-hole diggers,
compactors, weed spraying equipment, snow
blowers and snow plows, front-end loaders.
back-hoes or rock drills, and

111.

power shovels on tracks and drag lines on
tracks,

but not including a commercial motor vehicle.

288
s. 14 (I),
re-enackrl

As to

carrying
hccno-5 and
production on
demand

s_ 14 (2),

amended

s_ 57a,
amended

Whe re

sub>. I
dor:~

not

apply

s. 57c.
amended

Chap. 57

1979

HfGHWAY TRAFFIC

2.-(1) Subsection 1 of section 14 of the said Act
and the following substituted therefor:

is

repealed

(1) Every operator of a motor vehicle shall carry his licence
with him at all times while he is in charge of a motor vehicle
and shall surrender the licence for reasonable inspection upon
the demand of a constable or officer appointed for carrying
out the provisions of this Act.
(2) Subsection 2 of the said section 14 is amended by striking
out "produce" in the first line and inserting in lieu thereof
''surrender''.
3. Section 57a of the said Act, as enacted by the Statutes of
Ontario, 1975 (2nd Session), chapter 6, section 1, and amended
by the Statutes of Ontario, 1976, chapter 37, section 6, is
further amended by adding thereto the following subsection:
(1a) Subsection 1 does not apply to an operator of a
vehicle of a class or type prescribed by the regulations who
produces evidence that the vehicle has met the inspection
requirements and performance standards of a reciprocating
province or state designated by the regulations.
4. Section 57c of the said Act, as enacted by the Statutes of
Ontario, 1975 (2nd Session), chapter 6, section 1, is amended

by adding thereto the following clause:

(aa) designating reciprocating provinces and states and
prescribing types and classes of vehicles for the
purposes of subsection la of section 57a.
s. 65 (1) (b),
amended

s. 67 (2).
amended

s. 74 (I).
amended

s. 74 (2),
amended

5. Clause b of subsection 1 of section 65 of the said Act, as
re-enacted by the Statutes of Ontario, 1977, chapter 65, section 2, is amended by striking out "road maintenance" in the
first line and inserting in lieu thereof "road-building".
6. Subsection 2 of section 67 of the said Act, as re-enacted by
the Statutes of Ontario, 1977, chapter 65, section 1, is amended
by striking out "commercial" in the second line and in the
sixth line .
7 .-(1) Subsection 1 of section 74 of the said Act, as re-enacted

by the Statutes of Ontario, 1977, chapter 65, section J,
is amended by striking out "the least of" in the fourth
line.
(2) Subsection 2 of the said section 74 as amended by the
Statutes of Ontario, 1978, chapter 4, section 16, is further
amended by inserting after " least" in the second line "of
the weights referred to in subsection 1".
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8. Subsection 8 of section 77 of the said Act, as re-enacted by
the Statutes of Ontario, 1977, chapter 65, section 3, is amended
by striking out "or" at the end of clause a, by adding "or"
at the end of clause b and by adding thereto the following
clause:

s. 7 7 (8).
amended

(c) fire apparatus.
I

9.-(1) Subsection 5 of section 78 of the said Act, as re-enacted s 78 (5),
by the Statutes of Ontario, 1977, chapter 65, section 3, re-enacted
is repealed and the following substituted therefor:
(5) Where it is found that the gross vehicle weight, axle Powerof
. wetg
. h t or axl e group we1g
. h t o f any vch,ic1e or comb.ma- officer
to
urnt
require pan
tion of vehicles is in excess of the limits permitted under this of loa<l , or
Act or the regulations, or the permit issued for the vehicle re<listribute<l
or combination of vehicles, the police officer or officer
appointed for carrying out the provisions of this Act may
require the driver to redistribute or remove so much of the
load as is necessary to ensure compliance with this Act, the
regulations and the permit.
r~movr.u

(2) Clause b of subsection 6 of the said section 78 is repealed
. su bstttute
.
d t h ere f or:
an d t h e followmg

s. 78 (6) (bJ.
rc-<>nactc<l

(b) when required, pursuant to subsection 5, to redistribute or remove part of a load refuses or fails to
do so or to make arrangements to do so; or

10.-(1) Subsection 1 of section 96 of the said Act is repealed ands. 96 (!),
· su b stitute
·
d t h ere f or :
re-enacted
t h e f o11owmg
( 1) In this section,

(a ) " emergency vehicle" means,
(i) a fire department vehicle while proceeding to
a fire or answering, but not returning from,
a fire alarm call,
(ii) a vehicle while used by a person in the lawful
performance of his duties as a police officer, or
(iii) an ambulance while responding to an emergency call or being used to transport a patient
or injured person in an emergency situation;

Interpretation
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(b) "intersection" includes any portion of a highway
distinctly indicated as a crossing place for pedestrians
by lines or other markings on the surface of the
highway.
>. 96,
amended

(2) The said section 96, as amended by the Statutes of Ontario,
1974, chapter 123, section 25, 1977, chapter 54, section 13,
1978, chapter 90, section 11, is further amended by
adding thereto the follO'wing subsection:

Exception
to subs. 5

(Sa) Notwithstanding subsection 5, where an emergency
vehicle, upon which a siren is continuously sounding and
upon which a lamp i::; producing intermittent flashes of red
light visible from all directions, is brought to a full stop at a
red signal-light, the driver of the emergency vehicle may,
after ascertaining that such movement can be made iri safety,
proceed through the intersection ·without waiting for a green
signal-light to be shown.

s. 96a,

enacted

Portable
signal!ights

11. The said Act is amended by adding thereto the following

section:

96a.-(1) Sotwithstanding subsection 20 of section 96,
during construction or maintenance activities on or adjacent
to a high\vay, a portable lane control signal system may be
operated on the highway in accordance with the regulations
by the authority having jurisdiction and control of the
highway, or any person authorized by that authority.

Driver rules,
on green

(2) Where a green signal-light is shown by a portable lane
control signal system, the driver or operator of a vehicle or
car of an electric railway that is approaching and facing the
light may proceed.

red

(3) Where a red signal-light is shown by a portable lane
control signal system, every driver or operator of a vehicle or
car of an electric railway that is approaching and facing the
light shall bring his vehicle or car to a full stop at a sign
or marking on the roadway indicating where the stop shall
be made or, in the absence of any such sign or marking, at
the red signal-light and shall not proceed until a green light
is shown.

amber

(4) vVhere an amber signal-light is shown by a portable
lane control signal system, every driver or operator of a
vehicle or car of an electric railway that is approaching and

1979

HIGHWAY TRAFFTC

291

Chap. 57

facing the light shall bring his vehicle or car to a full stop
at a sign or marking on the road\vay indicating where the
stop shall be made or, in the absence of any such sign or
marking, at the amber signal-Light, provided that, where a
vehicle or car cannot be brought to a stop at an amber
signal-light in safety, it may proceed with caution.
(S) No person shall without lawful authority remove, deface
.
or otherwise interfere with a portable lane control signal
system.

Removing.
etc., lane
control

(6) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may make regulations,

l{egulatio115
re portable
lane control

device

devices

(a) prescribing the standards or specifications of portable
lane control signal systems;
(b) prescribing the location where portable lane control
signal systems may be erected;

(c) prescribing standards for maintaining portable lane
control signal systems.
12.-(1) Subsection 1 of section 120 of the said Act, as re-enacted
by the Statutes of Ontario, 1974, chapter 123, section 29,
is amended by inserting after "children" in the second
line "or mentally retarded adults" and by inserting after
"school" in the second Line "or a training centre".

s.

1

2°J 1 ~

amen e

(2) Subsection 3 of the said section 120, as re-enacted by the ~~;~J;~·
Statutes of Ontario, 1975, chapter 64, section 1, is amended
by inserting after "children" in the third line "or mentally
retarded adults" and by inserting after "children" in the
eighth line "or mentally retarded adults".

jsl

(3) Subsection 5 of the said section 120 is amended by inserting after "children" in the fourth line "or mentally
retarded adults" and by adding at the end thereof "or a
training centre".

5·

(4) Subsection 6 of the said section 120, as amended by the
Statutes of Ontario, 1974, chapter 123, section 29, 1975,
chapter 64, section 1 and 1977, chapter 54, section 1-l, is
further amended by adding at the end of clause a "or
for transporting mentally retarded adults to and from a
training centre", and by striking out clauses h and i and
inserting in lieu thereof the following clause:

s. 120 {6),

(h) requiring the retention of prescribed books within
vehicles or any class or type thereof and prescribing

120

amen e

amended
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the information to be contained and the entries to
be recorded in the books. ·
s. 124a,
enacted

13. The said Act is further amended by adding thereto the following
section:

Deposit

124a. No person shall deposit snow or ice on a roadway
without permission in writing so to do from the Ministry or
the road authority responsible for the maintenance of the
road.

of snow

on roadway

Commence"
ment

14. This Act comes into force on the day it receives Royal Assent.

Short title

15. The short title of this Act is The Highway Traffic Amendment
Act, 1979.

